
The cross is an amazing 
symbol of life, love, and 
hope.  Once it was a 
symbol of shame, 
humiliation, and 
disgrace.   Now people 
everywhere wear 
crosses with pride as a 
way of identifying with 
Christ on the Cross. 

Jesus said, “greater 
love has no one than 
this:  that a person 
would lay down his life 
for his friends.” 

Sometimes we get a 
glimpse of this 
sacrificial love by the 
experience of people all 
around us.  It has now 
been over 400 years 
since Albrecht Durer, 
the German artist, 
lived.  Yet, today his 
paintings, etchings, and 
wood carvings are 
valued more highly 
than those of almost 
any other German 
artist. 

Of all Durer’s artistic 
creations, none has 
brought him more fame 
or honor than his 
“Praying Hands”. 

Did you know that 
those were the hands of 
a real person?  Durer’s 
closest friend and 
roommate - an older 
man, who himself 
wanted to be an artist.  
Did you know that he 
gave up his career as 
an artist so that Durer 
could pursue his 
career? 

Did you know that this 
roommate worked at 

menial jobs - scrubbing 
floors, washing clothes 
and dishes, cooking 
food and chopping 
wood, to earn enough 
money to buy food for 
himself and Durer, 
while the younger man 
mastered his craft? 

Finally, after ten years 
of schooling and 
training with the 
German art masters, 
Durer’s paintings began 
to sell.  Now, at last, his 
close  friend could go to 
school and become an 
artist - but now it was 
too late.  The partner 
had grown old, his body 
weak and sickly, his 
muscles stiff, 
and his 
hands and 
joints 
swollen, 
scarred, and 
cracked.  He 
had, in fact, 
surrendered 
his career that 
another's might 
blossom. 

One night Durer 
watched as the old man 
folded his hands in 
prayer before going to 
bed.  He said to himself 
that while he could 
never restore life to 
those selfless hands, he 
could at least show the 
world the feeling of love 
and gratitude which 
was in his heart. 

He said, “I will paint 
his hands, folded in 
prayer, that the world 
will know that he gave 

up his life so that mine 
would blossom.”  That 
painting became one of the 
most celebrated and 
valued of all German art - 
it told the story of 
sacrificial love.  God also 
did something like that - 
“He loved the world so 
much that He gave His 
only begotten Son…”  
There is no greater love 
than this:  that one person 
would give up his life that 
another might live. 

The Cross is supremely a 
story of redeeming love.  
Because of what Christ did 
there is now hope for the 
whole inhabited world.  No 
one ever needs to feel 

alone or worthless or 
unneeded again. 

If that isn’t Good News - 
then I don’t know what 
Good News is. 

It’s Holy Week… 
Sunday’s coming, and 
I’m standing on tip-toes! 
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Wednesday, March 12 
7:00 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, March 13 
3:00 p.m. 

Culture Club 
Saturday, March 15 
12:00 p.m. 

Loyal Workers Anniversary 
Party 

Sunday, March 16 
Palm Sunday 
9:30 a.m. 

Worship 
10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 
Monday, March 17 
St. Patrick’s Day 
9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Coffee 
1:00 p.m. 

Dominoes & More 
6:00 p.m. 

Executive Committee 
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
Board Meeting 

Tuesday, March 18 
9:00 a.m. 

Quilting 
9:30 a.m. 

CWF Service Day 

Loyal workers 
Celebrate 

anniversary  

The Loyal Workers will 
hold their Anniversary 
Party on Saturday,  
March 15 at noon. 

Contributions

 

3/9/08 
General Fund:

 

$4,589.25 
Attendance:

 

171 

There is no Culture Club 
the week of March 17-21, 
because of Spring Break.  

There is an Executive Com-
mittee meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
and a Board meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on March 17, 2008.  

Please note: 


